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Claims refer to the use of a "secreted neural apoptosis inhibiting 
protein (SNAIP)", without further identifying the protein e.g. by means 
of an amino acid sequence or similar. Although on pg.31 of the 
description, reference is made to a "SEQ ID NO:l", no sequences appear 
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point to a protein to any protein called "secreted neural apoptosis 
inhibiting protein" or "SNAIP"; therefore, no meaningful search with 
respect to such a protein, or uses thereof, could be carried out. 

This search report could therefore only be established with respect to 
proteins alleged in the application to display at least some functional 
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inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
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policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds Into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant 1s reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome . 
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